This is just one of the many encounters with the daily life of Amsterdam people the seventeenth-century reader could experience, in this case through the purchase of the prose work The Amsterdam Whoredom (1680) . The text uses a fictional premise (a bailiff guided by the devil) to describe a real world: the Amsterdam underworld in general and that of the sex workers in particular. Up to now, the work has mostly been typified as "a guide to the red-light district" for citizens and tourists in search for pleasure.
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But the encounter with the gigantic island body of the prostitute also shows that this is a work of exploration, an expedition into a relatively unknown world: that of city folk. In the second half of the seventeenth century, the daily life of (urban) people holds a huge attraction for the Dutch writers and readers. The body plays an important role in this. Authors describe the bodily aspects of "the common man" to attract the interest of their readers in this segment of population. The immense body of the prostitute from The Amsterdam Whoredom can serve as an example. It represents the fascination of the whoremongers and the readers in the body of the people (Illustration 8.1).
The Body of the People
To sketch the background of this fascination for the body of the people, we need to take several social, political, and philosophical developments into account. In the seventeenth century, Dutch cities in general and Amsterdam in particular experienced a population explosion. From the end of the sixteenth century to about 1670, the city grew from a modest town of 30,000 to a metropolis of 200,000 people. The city more than quintupled its population. The immigrants came from Dutch provinces, but also from Antwerp and the Southern Netherlands, from the German lands and farther away: a vast and undifferentiated crowd of people, of very divergent fortunes, speaking many dialects and languages. The city soon occupied large tracts of land outside its original city walls, where new neighborhoods were constructed and inhabited. The Amsterdam districts were not reserved to a specific class. Classes were mixed and were thus constantly faced with each other, confronted with their general multitude, with their physical needs and emanations.
